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WELCOME
Ending the financial year in lockdown created
significant challenges for everyone. 

As a charity helping people into recovery from all
kinds of addictions, not only did we have to face the
overwhelming financial pressures created by
lockdown - including a total loss of income - but we
also had to face the reality that many people in
recovery were about to find themselves isolated - a
significant risk factor in recovery. 

It’s been an incredibly anxious time but, as we reflect
on the work of the previous year, we can feel proud
of the impact achieved by staff, volunteers, partners
and our wider recovery community. 

From the delivery of an on-site crèche allowing
mothers in recovery to attend 12-step meetings, to
financial support from Clean Slate, accessible
counselling services and a successful funding bid to
provide telephone support during the pandemic, our
partnerships and projects have made a real
difference.

We’ve had some fun along the way too, with alcohol-
free comedy nights, New Year’s Eve parties and even
hula-hooping sessions!

Strengthening our position with the recruitment of a
new board and much-needed funding to help us
slowly recover from the devastating financial impact
brought on by the pandemic, we are ready to move
forward. We therefore make a pledge to our
members, our staff, our community and our
stakeholders, to pour our experience, strength and
hope into re-building a sustainable, effective and
supportive Trust. 

The Road to Recovery Trust
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OUR MISSION
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Raise awareness of twelve-step recovery programmes within the wider
community
Challenge addiction stigma through the media, our digital platforms and all of
our day to day interactions to remove the shame and isolation that many people
new to recovery may feel and to inspire conversation
Provide a safe space for the recovery community and beyond to meet and
support one another through our alcohol-free bar and café atGeorge Street
Social
Fundraise to provide increased opportunities and services for people in recovery
Programme events and social activities within our dry bar and café
Ùse our own experiences to provide hope to others.

Our mission is to transform the North East of England from a place with one of the
highest rates of alcohol, drug and other addictions and related deaths, to a region
with one of the highest rates of abstinence-based recovery. 

To achieve our mission, we: 



OUR YEAR

May 2019: We hosted a visit from Shadow
Health Secretary, Jonathan Ashworth MP
and Newcastle’s Chi Onwurah MP to talk
about addiction stigma and much-
needed drug and alcohol services.

April 2019: ‘Hamper with a Heart’: The
recovery community voted on a name for
our free toiletry and sanitary product
hamper at George Street - a charitable
idea put forward by volunteer, Nicolle
Alderson.   
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June 2019: We organised a sell-out
alcohol-free comedy night with North East
comedians Simon Donald and Gavin
Webster



OUR YEAR

August 2019: We collaborated with
renowned author, Jonny Benjamin,
Newcastle United Foundation and local
charity If U Care Share to host an
important discussion about mental health
and suicide 
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September 2019: 12 runners took part in
the Great North Run, raising much-
needed funds as well as awareness

July 2019: We hosted the Labour
Campaign for Drug Policy Reform
meeting at George Street 



December 2019: We hosted our biggest
ever alcohol-free New Year’s Eve party for
members of the recovery community and
their families.
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October 2019: We worked with a market
research agency to explore addiction
stigma - revealing that 1 in 3 believe
people brought addiction on
themselves.  We launched the findings
with support from NGI, Alastair
Campbell, Denise Welch and Secret
Drug Addict on World Mental Health
Day.

November 2019: We saw eight people in
recovery achieve a Level 2 OCN
accredited Financial Wellbeing
Champions certificate thanks to Clean
Slate’s work at George Street 

OUR YEAR



OUR YEAR
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March 2020:  As the country went into
lockdown, the kitchen heated up at
George Street. Our talented chef,
Nathan, along with a whole army of
people from the recovery community,
volunteered time to provide free food
deliveries for people in need. 

January 2020: We began working with the
script research team at ITV’S Coronation
Street, advising on accurate portrayals of
drug and alcohol addiction to tackle
stigma at a national level. 

February 2020: We were proud to host a
fantastic Recovering Justice event
featuring activist and influencer Aimee
Dunkle of Orange County, who has been
campaigning for an increase in overdose
response training following the tragic
death of her son, Ben.



12-step meetings hosted at George Street
through a wide range of fellowships 

OUR WORK

Pounds of unclaimed benefits paid to
people in recovery thanks to our
partnership with Clean Slate
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45,000

1,100 170
People in recovery and their families
celebrated New Year’s Eve at George Street 

35
Volunteers recruited for deliveries and the
George Street 24/7 peer support helpline  

1-14.6k
The number of days of recovery
celebrated individually by members of
our recovery community (14,600 days is
40 years’ recovery!)

123
Counselling sessions provided at George
Street Social by Rosie Hogg for people in
recovery

7
The number of people in recovery trained
at George Street as kitchen assistants
and baristas

Pounds in turnover during 2019/20 

274k



Much-loved friend, colleague and volunteer,
Louis Boyle, sadly passed away in September
2019. David E shares his thoughts on someone
who meant so much to so many people in
recovery. 

Louis was well-known in the recovery fellowship.
He may have only been 5ft 2 with size 4 shoes
but he was a giant in recovery and at George
Street Social.

Louis started work at George Street firstly as a
volunteer and then as an employee. He was so
proud to be trusted to handle money and be a
key holder. 

In September 2019, during recovery month, Louis
went back to Middlesbrough to take part in the
recovery walk. Middlesbrough was where Louis
was brought up and lived for many years - 
 supporting the football team too!

His last recovery walk was along the River Tyne
for thirteen miles.

Louis had his own flat - or castle as we would
call it - and he was so proud to have a place to
call home and especially Sky Sports!

Louis was a friend to all he met.

A sad miss but within our thoughts daily....
 

REMEMBERING
LOUIS BOYLE 
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It will no doubt prove impossible to name everybody on this page who has supported
us over the last couple of years. However, we are going to give it a go!

Thanks first of all to everyone in the recovery community, who give so much back
every day! 

Sepcific thanks must go to our fundraisers who have sky-dived, crocheted, ran half
marathons and created beautiful artworks to raise money for the Trust. 

Thanks also to the Artists in Recovery Collective, The Amy Winehouse Foundation,
ITV’s Coronation Street, and Neville Southall for providing auction items.

Thanks to all the volunteers who have donated hundreds of hours to cook, manage
meal delivery requests, deliver meals, provide graphic design services, clean and
prepare the building and so much more.

Thanks to our outgoing colleagues and trustees who played a huge part in our work,
and our current and former George Street Social tenants.

Thanks also to our funders including The Big Lottery, The Community Foundation,
Henry Smith, The Tudor Trust, Greggs and Newcastle City Council.

And of course a big shout out to our dedicated colleagues who always go above and
beyond in their work to support the charity. 

 

OUR THANKS
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